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A Letter from Father Prior
Dear FrienDs oF silverstream Priory,

I
exPect that you will be receiving this issue 
of In C�naculo in time for February 2nd, the feast 
of the Purification of the Blessed Virgin Mary or 
Candlemass Day. The Mass of the feast opens with 
these words: «We receive, O God, thy mercy, in the 

midst of thy temple» (Psalm 47:10). 
Symbolically, when we receive our blessed candles on 

February 2nd, we are receiving the Infant Christ, the light 
of the world, the mercy of the Father sent to save and heal 
a people languishing «in darkness and in the shadow of 
death» (Luke 1:79).

The one thing that everyone finds irresistible is to hold a 
baby, even if only for a few moments. Elders are transformed 
by it. Boys suddenly become tender, and girls motherly. Even 
small children vie for the privilege of holding the newest ar-
rival in the family. As the little one is passed from one person 
to the next, faces grow bright with joy. A little baby has the 
power to light up a room. The Little One we celebrate on 
Candlemas Day has the power to light up the world: «A light 
to the revelation of the Gentiles, and the glory of thy people 
Israel» (Luke 2:32). The little Son of Mary, acknowledges as 
his own the one who receives him, and on the one who holds 
him, he confers a new identity: divine sonship. «As many as 
received him, he gave them power to be made the sons of 
God». (John 1:11–12)

In the Divine Office of the feast we sing that «the ancient 
carried the Infant, but the Infant guided the steps of the 
ancient». Simeon, the image of all that in us has grown old 
with waiting, carries Mercy in his arms, but Mercy, by the 
light that shines on his face, guides the old man’s steps. If we 
would be guided by Mercy, we must first receive the Mercy 
of God that comes to us in the outstretched arms of a little 
Child asking only to be held.

The Introit says that Mercy is given us in medio templi, in 
the midst of the temple. This places the Infant Christ, the 
human Face of Divine Mercy, at the heart of the feast. All 
of the other figures in the Gospel are seen in relation to the 

“mercy given From 
on high, mercy 

embraceD in the miDst 
oF the church, mercy 
exchangeD among us.”



way of pushing back the frontiers of hope. Saint 
Joseph is necessary to the unfolding of the plan 
of salvation; God willed to have need of him.

Saint Simeon represents the old priesthood 
disappearing into the light of Christ, our «mer-
ciful and faithful high priest before God» (He-
brews 2:17). Simeon is the old priest pointing to 
the new. He speaks; he sings his praise; he utters 
prophecy. In this Saint Simeon models the vo-
cation of every priest called to instruct, to lift 
his voice in the Great Thanksgiving of the Holy 
Sacrifice, and to deliver the message of God in 
the power of the Holy Ghost. Saint Simeon had 
a particular relationship with the Holy Ghost 
(Luke 2:25-27). In Saint Simeon, we Benedic-
tine monks have a model of «life in the Holy 
Ghost». We today, like Simeon of old, are called 
to contemplate the Face of the Infant Christ 
and to raise our voices in thanksgiving for the 
consolation of all believers.

Finally, there is Saint Anna the prophetess. 
Anna is the daughter of Phanuel, whose name 
means «Face of God». Anna has made the 
temple her home. Abiding day and night in 
adoration, she emerges from the recesses of the 
temple only to give thanks to God and speak 
of the Child. In some way, Anna of the Face of 
God is the first apostle sent out by the the Holy 
Ghost. Before Mary Magdalene and before the 
twelve Apostles, Anna announces Christ. She is 
compelled to speak but does so out of an “ador-
ing silence.” She emerges from her cloister of 
perpetual adoration in the temple to publish the 
long-awaited arrival of Mercy with the light of 
his Face shining in her eyes.

Child. All of the other figures appear in the light 
of his face. The infant Christ is placed in our 
arms that we might gaze upon the human Face 
of Divine Mercy and, in the light of that Face, be 
transformed.

In the Gospel for the the feast of Candlemass, 
Luke 2:22–32, the Holy Ghost has inscribed 
four enduring images of the monastic life that 
we, at Silverstream Priory, are striving to emu-
late. These are images full of freshness, vitality, 
and hope: the Virgin Mother, Saint Joseph, 
Saint Simeon, and Saint Anna.

Blessed Mary is completely silent in this Gos-
pel. Even when addressed by Simeon, Our Lady 
remains silent. Her silence is an intensity of 
listening. She is silent so as to take in Simeon’s 
song of praise, silent so as to capture his mys-
terious prophecy and hold it in her heart. She 
is silent because today her eyes say everything, 
eyes fixed on the face of the Infant Christ, eyes 
illumined by the brightness of his appearing. 
Monastic life, at Silverstream Priory and wher-
ever it is found, begins in the silence of Mary 
and in the light of her eyes, eyes made bright by 
the contemplation of the Face of Christ.

Saint Joseph shares Mary’s silence. Silence is 
the expression of their communion in a tender 
and chaste love. Joseph listens with Mary. Saint 
Joseph is the first to enter the sanctuary of the 
Virgin’s silence. It is Saint Joseph’s way of lov-
ing, his way of trusting his Virgin Bride beyond 
words. The silence of Saint Joseph becomes for 
us monks a way of loving, a way of trusting, a 
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Jesus Christ, Mercy-in-the-Flesh, allowed 
himself to be passed from the arms of the Virgin 
Mary and Saint Joseph into the arms of Simeon 
and, then, undoubtedly into the embrace of holy 
Anna. The festival of the Purification of the 
Blessed Virgin Mary celebrates the descent of 
Mercy, the reception of Mercy, and the exchange 
of Mercy. Mercy given from on high, Mercy 
embraced in the midst of the Church, Mercy 
exchanged among us. Benedictine life at Sil-
verstream Priory is just that. «O God, we have 
received thy Mercy, in the midst of thy temple» 
(Psalm 47:10).

The feast of Candlemass makes every year a 
Year of Mercy. And we, Benedictines of Silver-
stream, are here to repeat to you, dear friends, 
what our father Saint Benedict says to us in 
Chapter IV of his Holy Rule: «Never to despair 
of the mercy of God».

Dom mark Daniel kirby, Prior

—————————————
News from Silverstream

B eFore Dawn, on the morning oF Sat-
urday, 19 December, we celebrated the 
ADVENT RORATE MASS that is so dear 
to our Polish Oblates, Filip and Natalia 

Lajszczak, and their eight children. Friends, 
both Polish and Irish, came from far and near, 
to assist at the Holy Sacrifice in candlelight, and 
express their longing for the coming of Christ, 
the Dayspring.

In November, we had the joy of welcoming 
DOM PIUS MARY NOONAN for a short stay, and, 
then, for all of Christmasstide, we were happy 
to have DOM BASIL MARY MCCABE among us 
once again. Dom Pius and Dom Basil are both 
monks of the Abbey of Saint-Joseph-de-Clairval 
in Flavigny, France. Dom Basil, putting his artistic 
gifts at the service of the Infant Christ, arranged a 
beautiful crèche in the entrance hall of the priory 
and decorated the Oratory. We are grateful to the 
Right Reverend Dom Antoine-Marie Beauchef, 
the abbot of Flavigny, for the fraternal presence of 
his monks at Silverstream.

On Gaudete Sunday, 13 December 2015, Dom 
Benedict represented Silverstream Priory at the 
abbatial blessing of DOM BERNARDO FRANCES-
CO MARIA GIANNI at the Abbey of San Miniato 
al Monte in Florence, Italy. Dom Benedict pre-
sented Abbot Bernardo with a beautifully framed 
text of Saint Aelred of Rievaulx that he had de-
signed and typeset for the occasion.

On the same Gaudete Sunday, we were happy 
to have Ireland’s first international troop of THE 
SCOUTS OF EUROPE in attendance at Holy 
Mass. The troop, under the expert leadership of 
Guilhem Fritsch, is made up of boys from France, 
Poland, and Ireland.

Finally, the anticipated arrival of four new pos-
tulants after Easter is a joy and a challenge: a joy 
because we are thrilled to see our monastic family 
growing, and a challenge because we have to pre-
pare monastic cells (rooms) for the new arrivals. 
This will occasion considerable expenditures: new 
electricity, plumbing, walls, and all the rest.  

IF YOU CAN HELP FINANCIALLY WITH 
THIS CRUCIAL AND TIME-SENSITIVE PRO-
JECT, PLEASE CONTACT THE PRIORY!

Dom Benedict’s typographical design has won 
international claim. He recently completed a new 

design for altar cards (usus antiquior). The set is 
available (unframed) from the Priory for €20  

(£16 or $23) (excluding cost of shipping).



HOW TO HELP THE MONKS OF SILVERSTREAM PRIORY
¶ OUR FRIENDS IN THE E.U. & THE U.K. 

can send us a bank transfer (which we prefer, as 
our bank exacts a large fee for cashing cheques). 
Our bank information is as follows:

Bank of Ireland, Balbriggan, Co. Dublin, 
IBAN: IE02 BOFI 9035 4196 4472 87

BIC: BOFIIE2D

Alternatively, you can send a cheque, payable 
to “Silverstream Priory”, and post it to: Silver-
stream Priory, Stamullen, County Meath, Ire-
land, K32 T189.

Limited liability company registered in Dublin, Ireland (CRO number 
513644; Registered Charity CHY20303; Registered Office, Silverstream 
Priory, Stamullen, Co. Meath, K32 T189).

Or, donate online at WWW.CENACLEOSB.ORG

¶ OUR FRIENDS IN THE U.S.A. can send a 
bank transfer to the Monastery of Our Lady of 
the Cenacle Foundation:

Bank Name: Bank of America
Acct: 3050 0499 5780

ACH Routing: 103000017
USA Wire ABA/Routing: 026009593

Or you can send a cheque, payable to “The 
Monastery of Our Lady of the Cenacle Foun-
dation”, to: 20315 South Highway 75, Mounds, 
OK 74047.

The Foundation is a non-profit corporation organised under the laws of 
the state of Oklahoma.  The Foundation is a tax exempt entity (501c3) 
for purposes of the Internal Revenue Service. 

My First Year of Priesthood

O
n the Feast oF all saints, the 
first of November 2015, I celebrat-
ed my first anniversary as a priest of 
Jesus Christ.  

May I be a little indulgently “pop cultural” 
for a moment? In the trailer for the new Star 
Wars movie (we monks aren’t allowed to see the 

latest movies in theatres!), the character Han 
Solo, speaking of the mysterious Force which 
animates that universe, says: “It’s true. All of it.”

My first impressions as a priest have been 
precisely that: It’s true, all of it: the grace of the 
priesthood, the power of the sacraments, the 
truth of the Catholic religion. It’s not that I 
doubted these things before; I believed firmly in 
them.  It’s just that they had never hit me with 
their full reality and intensity.

Everything that the bishop said over me, as I 
lay prostrate on the floor of St Mary’s Church in 
Drogheda, is true, all of it.

Everything that I said, as I consecrated the 
Body and Blood of the Lord for the first time, 
bending over the high altar of St Kevin’s Church 
in Dublin, is true, all of it.

My experience of the priesthood has not been 
primarily one of possessing power or authority 
(although the priest does possess, according to 
the Church, a sacra potestas).  Rather it has been 
one of possessing a real fatherhood of souls and 
of being a true mediator, bringing men to God, 
and God to men — in spite all my sins and flaws!

But thanks be to God who has seen fit to give 
us the inestimable treasure of the priesthood “in 
earthen vessels, that the excellency of the power may 
be of God, and not of us” (II Cor. 4:7).


