
In cœnaculOSILVERSTREAM PRIORY 
Benedictine Monks of Perpetual Adoration

Situated amidst pasture land and 
forest in the eastern reaches of 
County Meath in Ireland, Silver-
stream Priory is an autonomous 
Benedictine monastery of diocesan 
right committed to ceaseless prayer 
before the Most Holy Sacrament 
of the Altar in a spirit of repara-
tion and intercession for priests.

Church has a heart, and that this heart burns 
with Love. I understood that Love alone makes 
its members act, that if this Love were to be 
extinguished, the Apostles would no longer 
preach the Gospel, the Martyrs would refuse to 
shed their blood.... I understood that Love em-
braces all vocations, that Love is all things, that 
it embraces all times and all places... in a word, 
that it is eternal! Then in the excess of my delir-
ious joy, I cried out: “O Jesus, my Love, at last I 
have found my vocation, my vocation is Love!... 
Yes, I have found my place in the Church, and 
it is you, O my God, who have given me this 
place... in the heart of the Church, my Mother, 
I will be Love!... Thus I shall be all things: thus 
my dream shall be realized!

Life at Silverstream Priory is marked by a cer-
tain hiddenness and withdrawal from the world. 
Although we are sometimes obliged to travel—
and do—our choice is to leave the monastery as 
infrequently as possible, knowing the truth of 
what St Antony of Egypt said:

Dear Oblates, Friends, & Benefactors,

M t sometimes happens that 
you, kind readers of this news-
letter, write to us with questions, 
comments, and intentions for 
prayer. These are always wel-
come, even if it may not be 

possible for us to respond to them individually. 
One of the questions often put to us has to do 
with our mission in the wider Church. Writing 
in the fourth century, Evagrius of Pontus said 
that the monk is at once “separated from all and 
united to all.” Evagrius was expressing the very 
thing that, fifteen centuries later, a twenty-four-
year-old Doctor of the Church named Thérèse 
of the Child Jesus would discover in reading 
Saint Paul:

I understood that if the Church has a body 
composed of different members, the noblest 
and most necessary of all the members would 
not be lacking to her. I understood that the 
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The community in procession  
to the temporary (tent) oratory 
for the Solemn Professions of  

D. Finnian and D. Elijah.
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Just as fish die if they stay too long out of water, 
so the monks who loiter outside their cells or 
pass their time with men of the world lose the 
intensity of inner peace. So like a fish going to-
wards the sea, we must hurry to reach our cell, 
for fear that if we delay outside we will lose our 
interior watchfulness.

Our father St Benedict echoes the teaching of 
St Antony when, in ch. 66 of the Holy Rule, he 
says:

The monastery, however, ought if possible 
to be so constituted that all things necessary, 
such as water, a mill, and a garden, and the 
various crafts may be contained within it; so 
that there may be no need for the monks to 
wander abroad, for this is by no means expe-
dient for their souls.
By remaining, as St Benedict says, “in the 

cloister of the monastery”, we can more easily 
abide in the heart of the Church. There we are 
connected in the deepest way possible to the life 
of the Church in the world: to her sorrows, her 
humiliations, and her sufferings. And there, dear 
friends, we are connected to each one of you. I 
leave you with a text of St Aelred, the 12th cen-
tury English Cistercian, also called “the Bernard 
of the North”:

What good then will you be able to do to 
your neighbour? Nothing is more valuable, 
a certain holy man has said, than good will. 
Let this be your offering. What is more useful 
than prayer? Let this be your largesse. What is 
more humane than pity? Let this be your alms. 
So embrace the whole world with the arms of 

your love and in that act at once consider 
and congratulate the good, contemplate 
and mourn over the wicked. In that act 
look upon the afflicted and the oppressed 
and feel compassion for them. In that act 
call to mind the wretchedness of the poor, 
the groans of orphans, the abandonment 
of widows, the gloom of the sorrowful, the 
needs of travellers, the prayers of virgins, 
the perils of those at sea, the temptations of 
monks, the responsibilities of prelates, the 
labours of those waging war. In your love, 
take them all to your heart, weep over them, 
offer your prayers for them. Such alms are 
more pleasing to God, more acceptable 
to Christ, more becoming our profession, 
more fruitful to those who receive them.

This issue of In Cœnaculo contains photos 
and texts from the joyful three events that 
marked our life during the month of Au-
gust: the Simple Profession of Dom Hilde-
brand on 6 August; the Solemn Profession 
and Monastic Consecration of Dom Finnian 
and Dom Elijah on 15 August; and the vesti-
tion of Brother Placid and Brother Gregory 
on 22 August. We look forward in the weeks 
ahead to the blessing of the new noviciate 
wing which is very near completion and to 
the long-awaited beginning of construction 
on our new monastic church. Silverstream’s 
growing monastic family thanks you for 
your faithful support. With gratitude, we 
represent you and your intentions before 

Throughout the summer months, construction has continued rapidly on the St Thérèse noviciate cells.  For some 
time we have been in dire need of this addition, given the "vocations crisis"—the good kind—that we are experi-
encing!  As we come to the completion of the project we still have need of additional funds.  Thanks are due to Dom 
Finnian (pictured above, painstakingly scraping old carpet glue from the floor!), who originally conceived the 
idea for this project, which includes not just new cells but also a much-needed laundry facility and storage space.
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23-26 June ? John Houser, brother of Dom 
Hildebrand, makes a brief visit to Silverstream 
and lends a hand with work on the property. 

27-28 June ? Fr Chris Perella of Bridgeport, 
Connecticut, makes a brief visit to Silverstream. 

29 June ? Solemnity of the Holy Apostles 
Peter and Paul.  We welcome our priest-oblates 
Fr John McKeever (Br John Fisher) and Fr Paul 
Murphy (Br Columba), both of whom celebrate 
anniversaries of ordination this week.

30 June ? Silverstream Priory is host to the 
commission for the cause of beatification of the 
Servant of God Mother Mary of St Peter (Adèle 
Garnier), foundress of the Benedictines of Tyburn.  
The commission receives the testimony of Father 
Prior and of others in Ireland who have been in-
fluenced by the Servant of God.  They are accom-
panied by Rev’d Mother Xavier, formerly Prioress 
General of the Tyburn Benedictines.

30 June—10 July ? Matthew S. from Eng-
land and Zachary T. from the United States each 
spend some days experiencing monastic life.

2-3 July ? Fr Kenneth Riello, Fr Patrick Dar-
cy, and Fr Jeff Pomeisl, of the Archdiocese of New 
York, make a brief visit to Silverstream and join 
the community for recreation.

3 July—10 Aug. ? Julian Kwasniewski, hav-
ing completed his freshman year at Wyoming 
Catholic College, spends the summer with the 
community at Silverstream, and is accepted as a 
postulant to return in the autumn.  

7 July ? At the Fota Liturgical Conference in 
Cork City, Dom Benedict delivers a paper entitled 

666The Priory Chronicle666

“Et Erant Semper in Templo: The Divine Office as 
Priestly Temple Service”, which is warmly received 
by an international audience of scholars, clergy, 
and laity.  The paper will be published as part of 
the conference proceedings. On the same day, Fr 
Benedict Nivakoff, OSB, and Br Bernard, OSB, of 
the Monastery of San Benedetto in Norcia, Italy, 
make a brief visit to Silverstream.

7 July ? Dr Jennifer Donelson, Associate Pro-
fessor and Director of Sacred Music at St Joseph’s 
Seminary, Yonkers, New York, spends the week 
giving instructions in Gregorian chant and vocal 
technique.

10-14 July ? Canon Edward Gardner, ICRSS, 
comes to Silverstream for a retreat and visits his 
old friends from Michigan, Br Chrysostom, Br 
Thomas Aquinas, and Br Lucas.  During the same 
week, Dr Peter Kwasniewski visits Silverstream 
and delivers a lecture entitled: “Tradition Reviled 
and Recovered: A History of False Assumptions 
about Substance and Accident.”

10 July ? His Eminence Raymond Leo Cardi-
nal Burke makes a brief visit to Silverstream, dur-
ing which he joins the community for tea before 
attending First Vespers of the Solemnity of Our 
Holy Father Benedict.  He expresses his admira-
tion for the continued growth of the community 
and the ongoing works of construction.

10-12 July ? Dom Jean Marie, Dom Basil, and 
Dom Jean de Britto, of the Abbey of St Joseph de 
Clairval in Flavigny, France, make a brief stop at 
Silverstream.  D. Jean Marie remains with us for 
another week and gives several conferences on the 
spiritual interpretation of the Psalms.
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11 July ? Solemnity of Our Holy Father Ben-
edict, and onomastico of D. Benedict.  We are 
blessed to have a number of visiting monks and 
friends of the monastery present for Holy Mass, 
lunch, and recreation outdoors.

11-14 July ? Fr Paul Farrelly, OSB, from 
Prince of Peace Abbey in Oceanside, California, 
spends several days with us while visiting Ireland.  

16 July ? Fr Ryan Sliwa, of the Diocese of 
Springfield, Massachusetts, arrives at Silver-
stream to begin his postulancy, having first visit-
ed as an enquirer in Autumn 2017.

16-21 July ? Fr Joseph Bergida, of Arlington, 
Virginia, makes a retreat at Silverstream.

17-22 July ? Andrej Kutarna (Oblate Br. 
Samuel) visits from the Czech Republic with his 
young son Matouš.  On Sunday, 22 July, having 
completed his year as a novice oblate, he makes 
his oblation during the Conventual Mass.

20 July ? Feast of St Elias the Prophet, and 
onomastico of D. Elijah.

22 July ? In the afternoon, Desmond McK-
ee, of Co. Tyrone, N. Ireland, is received as a pos-
tulant after several months as an enquirer.

23 July ? Feast of St John Cassian, and ono-
mastico of D. Cassian Maria.

23-28 July ? Br Daniel Smyth, OSB, Guest-
master of Buckfast Abbey, Devonshire, visits Sil-
verstream for a retreat.  We are happy to be able 
to repay the hospitality he has often shown to our 
brothers who visit Buckfast for Latin courses.

24 July—4 Aug. ? Fr Victor Daniel Mariño 
from Seville, Spain, makes a retreat at Silver-
stream.  He is pleasantly surprised to discover 
that we have a Spanish novice, Br Lucas!

25-29 July ? Christopher Hodkinson, a na-
tive of England and Director of Music at Wyo-
ming Catholic College, spends several days stay-
ing near the monastery with his family, often 
attending Holy Mass and the Divine Office.

30 July ? Fr Shenan Boquet and Fr Frances-
co Giordano, of Human Life International, visit 
Silverstream for Vespers.  

4-11 Aug. ? Fr Servaas Bosch, of the Archdi-
ocese of Mechlen-Brussels, makes a retreat at Sil-
verstream with another friend from Belgium.

14-20 Aug. ? Jack K. and James B., from Eng-
land, spend a week experiencing monastic life. 

6 Aug. ? During Holy Mass on the Feast of 
the Transfiguration, Br Hildebrand professes his 
simple vows, binding himself for three years to 
stability, conversion of manners, and obedience 
under the Holy Rule.  Numerous friends of the 

community congratulate him afterwards during 
a reception in the courtyard.

15 Aug. ? The Solemnity of the Assumption of 
the Blessed Virgin Mary.  Dom Finnian and Dom 
Elijah profess their solemn vows and receive the 
monastic consecration during Holy Mass, in a tent 
erected on the lawn south of the monastery to ac-
commodate the large number of guests.  Bishop 
Michael Smith is present for the occasion along 
with numerous other priests, religious, and lay 
friends of the monastery. 

20-30 Aug. ? Michael T. from the United States 
makes a vocational visit.  

21-26 Aug. ? During the Apostolic Journey 
of Pope Francis to Ireland, the community pray 
each evening the "Litany for the Holy Father" 
composed by D. Benedict.  In addition, they sing 
at Benediction of the Most Blessed Sacrament the 
antiphon Oremus pro Pontifice nostro Francisco, with 
its versicle and oration.

21-24 Aug. ? Br Lucas’ parents Manuel and 
Cati, from Spain, spend several days visiting the 
monastery. During the same time, Fr Joseph Ham-
ilton from Sydney (Oblate Br Thaddeus) makes a 
retreat.

22 Aug. ? Desmond McKee and Fr Ryan Sliwa 
are clothed in the holy habit and begin their novi-
ciate.  Desmond receives the name “Brother Plac-
id” in honour of St Placid, disciple of Our Holy 
Father Benedict, while Fr Ryan become “Brother 
Gregory”, in honour of the Benedictine Pope St 
Gregory the Great. 

23-27 Aug. ? Marco da Vinha (Oblate Br Greg-
ory) visits Silverstream from England.  At recrea-
tion, he shares with the community a rare Missal 
of the Rite of Braga in his native Portugal.

30-31 Aug. ? Bishop Robert Finn, Bishop 
Emeritus of Kansas City-St Joseph, visits Silver-
stream along with Fr Charles Fanelli (Archdiocese 
of Chicago) and Fr Steve Hansen (Diocese of Kan-
sas City-St Joseph).

1-20 Sept. ? John F. from the United States vis-
its Silverstream to experience monastic life.

2 Sept. ? The entire community of Silver-
stream travels to the Cathedral of Christ the King 
in Mullingar for the episcopal consecration of the 
Most Reverend Tom Deenihan as Bishop of Meath.  
Before the ceremony, they are warmly greeted by 
Bishop Emeritus Michael Smith, and afterwards 
several brothers greet the Apostolic Nuncio, Arch-
bishop Jude Thaddeus Okolo.

3-12 Sept. ? D. Elijah and D. Hildebrand vis-
it the United States.  After a few days with family 
members, they travel to Gower, Missouri, home of 
the Benedictines of Mary, Queen of Apostles.  On 
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9 September, they assist at the Dedication of the 
Abbey Church of Our Lady, Queen of Apostles, 
and on the following day they form part of the 
schola cantorum for the Abbatial Blessing of 
Mother Abbess Cecilia Snell, OSB.  

3-4 Sept. ? D. Finnian, and Br John Baptist, 
and Deirdre Gannon travel by ferry to Edin-
burgh, Scotland, to collect numerous household 
items generously offered to Silverstream by the 
Little Sisters of the Poor.  

3-7 Sept. ? Br Adam Fairbairn, CO, from the 
Oratory in Formation in York, England, makes a 
retreat at Silverstream.

4 Sept. ? James M. from Australia arrives at 
Silverstream for a period of vocational enquiry.

14 Sept. ? The monastic summer draws to a 
close with the glorious feast of the Exaltation of 
the Holy Cross.  

Throughout the summer months, construction con-
tinued rapidly on the St Thérèse noviciate cells.  Nu-
merous improvements were made to the landscape of 
the monastery through the removal of land and the 
expansion of the walking paths.  With the hatching of 
several batches of eggs, the community’s flock of chick-
ens increased exponentially, while several thousand 
volumes were added to the library thanks to the gener-
osity of several Dublin priests and a Dublin booksell-
er.  The Cellarer, D. Elijah, was hard at work through 
the summer to prepare the final versions of the archi-
tectural drawings for the Bethlehem Oratory, whose 
construction will begin before the year’s end.  
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There Lie the Living Men
Homily at the Solemn profession !  monastic Consecration of d om 
Finnian joseph maria king of the 
resurrection "  dom Elijah maria 
Carroll of the trinity # of the Cross,  
feast of the assumption, 15 august 2018

Dom Finnian Joseph King and Dom Elijah Maria Carroll 
pronounced their solemn vows as Benedictine Monks of 
Silverstream Priory on 15 August, Feast of the Assumption 
of the Blessed Virgin Mary. The ancient ceremony, mark-
ing more than five years of prayer, study, and work under 
the Rule of Saint Benedict, took place in the course of the 
Assumption Day Mass celebrated by Father Prior, under 
a spacious tent set up for the occasion on the monastery 
grounds. Present, together with the Most Reverend Michael 
Smith, Bishop Emeritus of the Diocese of Meath, were 
clergy of Meath, Armagh, and Dublin, as well as family 
members, religious, and lay friends of the monastery. Dom 
Finnian King, 38, is a native of Bohermeen, Co. Meath. 
He entered the monastery after working abroad for many 
years in the technical and industrial sectors. Dom Finnian 
is a gifted artist and wood turner, using timber harvested 
from the monastery’s own land. Dom Elijah Carroll, 30, a 
native of Tulsa, Oklahoma, converted from Lutheranism 
after intense searching, and was received into the Catholic 
Church in 2007. Dom Elijah holds a degree in Philos-
ophy from the University of Tulsa; he currently directs 
the monastery’s projects of renovation and construction, 
collaborating closely with architects and engineers, while 
pursuing his theological studies.

M
y dear sons, in chapter 58 of 
the Holy Rule, our father Saint 
Benedict inserts the act of sol-
emn profession into the Offer-
tory of the Holy Sacrifice of the 

Mass. This is an astonishing thing! The action 
of the Mass is, for a few moments, suspended 
or, rather, it is opened up in order that you 
might be intimately associated with the offer-
ing, the setting apart, of the host that now lies 
upon the corporal — a thing utterly humble, 
fragile, and poor — and of the chalice of wine 
mixed with a drop of water.

After three ancient prayers addressed suc-
cessively to the Father, the Son, and the Holy 
Spirit, you will pronounce the vows of stabil-
ity, conversion of manners, and obedience: 
the means by which you bind yourself to 
the Christus Passus, to the immolated Christ 
who, from the altar of the Cross, makes Him-
self over to the Father as a pure victim, a holy 
victim, a spotless victim. 

Once you have pronounced your vows, 
you will stand before the altar with uplifted 
arms and sing three times that age-old chant 
that expresses, as nothing else can, your iden-
tification with Christ in his death and in his 
burial:

PKA
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Suscipe me, Domine,  
secundum eloquium tuum,  

et vivam: et non confundas me  
ab expectatione mea.

Take Thou me to Thyself, O Lord, and  
I shall live; let me not be confounded  

in my hope (Ps. 118:116)
Raise your eyes to the glorious Face of 

Christ. Thrust your hands upwards into His 
hands, and in your weakness you will know 
the power that goes out from His wounds, 
giving resurrection to those in the tombs. Sol-
emn monastic profession effectively makes 
you dead men: dead to the point of being 
incapable of possessing, receiving, and giving; 
dead to the point of being incapable of trans-
acting marriage. St Benedict says: 

Whatever property he hath let him first be-
stow upon the poor . . . keeping nothing of 
it all for himself, as knowing that from that 
day forward he will have no power even 
over his own body. (Rule, ch. 58)

Hear, then, what the Apostle says: We are 
made a spectacle to the world, and to angels, 
and to men. We are fools for Christ’s sake (I Cor. 
4:9-10). Yes, dear sons, there is a madness in 
monastic profession: the madness of an irre-
pressible hope in things no eye has seen, no ear 
has heard, no human heart conceived, the wel-
come God has prepared for those who love him 
(I Cor. 2:9). 

You will disappear under the funeral pall, 
an image of the water that flowed over your 
heads on the day of your Baptism, making you 
dead in Christ and alive in Christ. The Fathers 
tell us that monastic profession is a second 
Baptism, a going down into the tomb, a com-
ing out of the womb. You have come, then, 
not only to the hour of a new participation in 
the death of Christ, but also to the hour of a 
new participation in His resurrection.

For you are dead; and your life is hid with 
Christ in God. When Christ shall appear, 
who is your life, then you also shall appear 
with him in glory. (Col. 3:3-4)

While you lie prostrate and altogether hid-
den, like the grain of wheat buried and dead 
in the ground (cf. John 12:24), the Church 
will raise her voice on your behalf in a sol-
emn priestly prayer, begging God to do in 
you all that you, dear Dom Finnian and dear 
Dom Elijah, cannot do in yourselves, or by 
yourselves, or for yourselves. 

In pronouncing your vows, you will be the 
doers of the action, speaking in your own 
voice before God and in the presence of the 
Church, but during the prayer ad faciendum 
monachum (for the making of a monk), you 
will have only to lie still, to keep silent: as still 
and as silent as the Host on the corporal. 

The great consecratory Preface is akin to 
the magnificent prayers of the Roman Pon-
tifical by which the Church hallows and sets 
apart persons, places, and things for God 
alone. Its special grace comes not from an-
ything you do or say, but from what is said 
and done over you in the power of Christ’s 
priestly mediation.

At the end of the great prayer of conse-
cration, the cry of the Apostle will summon 
you into the light of Christ: “Awake, thou that 
sleepest, and arise from the dead, and Christ 
shall give thee light” (Ephesians 5:14). Only 
then will you be clothed in the distinctive 
garment of the solemnly professed and con-
secrated monk. The cuculla with its immense 
sleeves symbolises the contemplative life. It 
will identify you, dear sons, as men set apart 
for the One Thing Necessary.

The traditional Gospel for this festival of 
the Assumption is Saint Luke’s account of 
the hospitality given to Jesus in the house of 

The Charters of Profession, handwritten and signed by the 
newly professed, are offered with the Eucharistic gifts.
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Bethany. It was by the inspiration of the Holy 
Spirit, and following a luminous theological 
instinct, that the Church, for centuries, pro-
claimed and meditated this Gospel in refer-
ence to the all-pure Mother of God, Mary 
most holy, assumed into heaven, and seated 
in quiet repose at the feet of her risen and 
ascended Son in glory.

One thing is necessary. Mary hath chosen 
the best part, which shall not be taken away 
from her (Luke 10:42).

Holy tradition has long applied this same 
word of the Gospel to the vocation of the en-
closed monk. In a world and, indeed, even in 
a Church where too many souls are burdened 
with cares and anxious about many things, 
remain, dear sons, on behalf of all and for 
all, at the Lord’s feet, listening to His Word. 
Prefer nothing to the Opus Dei, prolonged in 
adoration of the Most Holy Sacrament of the 
Altar. Allow yourselves to be repaired in the 
radiance of the Host and, in so doing, you will 
be silent repairers of a Church that, in every 
generation and in every place, needs to be 
rebuilt, consolidated, and made beautiful for 
the Bridegroom Christ.

Yours it is, dear sons, to enter, more and 
more, into the hiddenness of the Host. The 
monk is a man called more to hiddenness 
than to appearing, more to silence than to 
discourse, more to the praise of God than 
to conversation with men. In all of these 
things the monk participates, here and now, 
even amidst the shadows and changes of this 
passing world, in the glorious mystery of the 
Assumption of the Mother of God.

At the end of this long and solemn rite, 
dear sons, you will again lie before the altar 
in an immense silence. You will remain there 
for as long as the Host remains on the cor-
poral, rising only for the Pater Noster. Dom 
Delatte, the great teaching abbot of Solesmes, 
tells us what it all means:

There lies [there] a living man, a man 
renewed; there is a living victim, “a pure, 
holy, and unspotted victim,” reunited to the 
victim on the altar, offered and accepted 
with that same victim, and enwrapped by 
the deacon in the fragrance of the same in-
cense. Then the Mass continues. Motionless 
and silent like the Lamb of God, the newly 
professed suffers himself to be immolated 

and consumed mystically by the Eternal 
High Priest. (Commentary on the Rule of Saint 
Benedict, trans. J. McCann OSB, pp. 401-402)

“Our whole monastic life”, says Abbot De-
latte, “should resemble this profession Mass”. 
In receiving your solemn profession and in 
consecrating you monks today, I entrust you, 
dear Dom Finnian and dear Dom Elijah, to 
the Blessed Virgin Mary gloriously assumed 
into heaven. I pray her to keep inviolate, and 
fragrant, and fresh the grace that is yours 
today. It is a grace not for you alone, but for 
each one here, and for the whole Body of 
Christ, the Church.

october 2018 newsletter.indd   9 25/09/2018   4:05 p.m.



Better is One Day in Thy Courts
Homily at the simple profession of dom 
Hildebrand maria houser, feast of 
the lord's transfiguration, 6 aug. 2018
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this house of the Lord, learning in humility 
and in obedience all the hard and rugged paths 
by which we walk towards God (Rule, Ch. 58). 
As a novice, you began to live your exodus: a 
letting go of the things that, in the world, gave 
you some measure of security, even as a priest; 
a leaving behind of things dear and familiar. 
In the silence of your heart, you heard the 
voice of Jesus saying just for you what He says 
to every man drawn into the radiance of His 
adorable countenance:

If any man has a mind to come my way, let 
him renounce self, and take up his cross dai-
ly, and follow me. He who tries to save his 
life will lose it; it is the man who loses his life 
for my sake, that will save it. (Luke 9:23-24)

Your exodus is far from over, but today you 
are given a moment of rest and of wonder 
on a high mountain in a place apart. Having 
completed a certain apprenticeship in the 
things by which a man becomes a monk — 
that is, by which a man allows his life to be 
broken and then reshaped around The One 
Thing Necessary — you are, I think, surprised 
and delighted by the song that the liturgical 
providence of God places on your lips: How 
lovely are thy tabernacles, O Lord of hosts! My 
soul longeth and fainteth for the courts of the Lord 
(Ps. 83:2-3).

The psalm intoned at the beginning of 
this Holy Mass of your monastic profession 
is the very one that we sang on the day when 
I welcomed you among us. How lovely are 
thy tabernacles, O Lord of hosts! Even on the 
most monotonous and hardest of days, a cer-
tain chaste and humble loveliness pervades 
the monastic life. It is the light that shines 
from the Face of Christ reflected on ordinary 
things and on the familiar faces of one’s fa-
thers and brothers. It is the light that is given 
to each man, not in a dazzling brightness, 
nor with equal intensity to each. 

The light that shines from the Face of 
Christ, in this exodus of ours, is given to each 
man in view of the next step.

How blessed is the man who finds his 
strength in thee! Where there are hearts set 
on pilgrimage, the parched ravine turns into 
a water-course at their coming, new-clad by 
the bounty of returning rain. So, at each 
stage refreshed, they will reach Sion, and 
have sight there of the God who is above all 
gods. (Ps. 83:6-8)

Dom Hildebrand M. Houser, 36, a native of Saint 
Louis, Missouri, pronounced his first vows as a Ben-
edictine monk at Silverstream Priory on Monday, 6 
August 2018, Feast of the Transfiguration of the Lord. 
The profession took place during Holy Mass in the 
Oratory of the Priory. Dom Mark Kirby, OSB, Conven-
tual Prior, received, for a period of three years, Dom 
Hildebrand’s vows of stability, conversion of manners, 
and obedience, as set forth in the Rule of Saint Bene-
dict. Dom Hildebrand, the son of Dr and Mrs Michael 
K. Houser, and the eldest of ten children, was ordained 
a priest for the Archdiocese of Saint Louis, Missouri, 
on 24 May 2008. He received a doctorate in Sacred 
Theology and Patristic Sciences from the Pontifical 
Institute Augustinianum in June 2016. D. Hildebrand 
currently serves as librarian, vocation secretary, can-
tor, and instructor in Latin.

m
y dear son, the day i wel-
comed you into this monastery 
as a postulant, nearly two years 
ago, I took you by the hand and 
led you into the Oratory while 
the brethren sang this verse of 

Psalm 83: Better is one day in thy courts above 
thousands; blessed are they that dwell in thy 
house, O Lord.

By Our Lord’s grace and mercy, you have 
spent not one day, but a succession of days in 
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The Feast of the Transfiguration of Our 
Lord is wonderfully suited to the act of mo-
nastic profession. The liturgy of the feast con-
denses, into a single icon for the eyes of the 
heart and into a single song for the ears of the 
heart, all that a monk needs to see and hear in 
order to go forward in his exodus. The words 
of our father Saint Benedict at the very begin-
ning of the Holy Rule echo and are fulfilled 
in the words of the Eternal Father on the holy 
mountain. 

At each stage refreshed, they will reach Sion, 
and have sight there of the God who is above 
all gods. (Ps. 83:8)

Whoever, therefore, thou art that hasteneth 
to thy heavenly country, fulfil by the help 
of Christ this least of Rules which we have 
written for beginners; and then at length 
thou shalt arrive, under God’s protection, at 
the lofty summits of doctrine and virtue of 
which we have spoken above. (Rule, ch. 73)

The monastic exodus begins in listening 
and is fulfilled in seeing. All along the way we 
are given the shining Mysterious Presence of 
which the pillar of cloud by day and the pillar 
of fire by night were but fading figures and 
passing portents. If you would arrive, dear son, 
by the help of Christ and under God’s protec-
tion; if you would reach Sion and there see 
God face-to-face; if you would enter into the 
experience of Peter, James, and John on the 
holy mountain, who lifting up their eyes saw 
no one but only Jesus (Matt. 17:8), then fix your 
gaze on the whiteness of the Host; accustom 
yourself to seeing nunc per speculum in ænig-
mate (“now as in a mirror dimly”, I Cor. 13:12); 
and in those seasons and hours of your exodus 
when your ears will hear nought but silence, 
and your eyes see nought but darkness, repeat 
humbly and with utter confidence the words 
that so often you sing:

Iesu, quem velatum        Jesus, whom now veiled
Nunc aspicio,                                  I by faith descry,
Oro fiat illud          What my soul doth thirst for,
Quod tam sitio;                          Do not, Lord, deny,
Ut te revelata                    That Thy Face unveilèd,
Cernens facie,                                  I at last may see,
Visu sim beatus                 With the blissful vision
Tuæ gloriæ.                    Blest, my God, of Thee. J

THE SYMBOLISM OF THE PILLAR, ROPE, & CANDLE 
can seem strange or even unsettling to those unfamiliar 
with the mysticism of the Venerable Mother Cathe-
rine-Mectilde de Bar (1614-1698), from whom came the 
the inspiration for our form of Benedictine life. Each 
day, following Conventual Mass, one of us reads an 
Act of Reparation, or healing, for the various sins that 
separate man from God and introduce disorder into his 
creation. The column is the symbol of monastic stabili-
ty: we are anchored in this place, in the presence of the 
Eucharistic Lord, to intercede for the life of the world 
(John 6:51). The monk making reparation places the cord 
about his neck as a sign of communion with the Lamb 
of God led to immolation, and as an expression of soli-
darity with all poor sinners, unbelievers, those alienat-
ed from the Church, and those who will never linger in 
the presence of Our Lord’s Eucharistic Face and to say 
“Yes” to His love.

R E C E N T  R E F E C T O R Y  R E A D I N G 
¶ Michael Hesemann, Mary of Nazareth: His-
tory, Archeology, Legends
¶ Nancy Marie de Flon, Edward Caswall: New-
man’s Brother and Friend
¶ Archimandrite Tikhon Shevkunov, Everyday 
Saints and Other Stories
¶ Terrence C. Wright, Dorothy Day: An Intro-
duction to Her Life and Thought
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Be You Also As Living Stones
From a homily at the vestition of mr 
Desmond mckee ! the rev'd Ryan Sliwa, 
Octave of the assumption, Feast of the 
immaculate heart of mary, 22 Aug. 2018

In a ceremony in the Chapter Room, the Reverend Ryan 
Sliwa of the Diocese of Springfield, Massachusetts, and Mr 
Desmond McKee of Co. Tyrone, N. Ireland, were received 
as novices of Silverstream Priory and clothed in the Bene-
dictine habit. Before entering, Mr McKee owned and oper-
ated a home decoration business. Fr Sliwa served for three 
years in the parochial ministry before choosing to follow 
his long-standing desire for the monastic life. Mr McKee is 
now called Br Placid Joseph Maria in honour of one of the 
first disciples of St Benedict; Father Sliwa is now called Br 
Gregory Maria in honour of Pope St Gregory the Great.

m
y dear sons, desmond and 
Father Ryan, the habit you will 
receive today will be for you and 
for all who see you the sign that 
you have set your hearts on the 
things that are above, where Christ 

is sitting at the right hand of God (Col. 3:1) and on 
that heavenly bridal chamber where the Blessed 
Virgin Mary is enthroned with the King of kings 
amidst the stars. Today is the beginning of a 
stripping away of the old man with his deeds (Col. 
3:9), for both of you will have to become like little 
children (Matt. 18:3). The words of St Peter are, 
today, addressed to you: You are children new-born, 
and all your craving must be for the soul’s pure milk, 
that will nurture you into salvation, once you have 
tasted, as you have surely tasted, the sweetness of the 
Lord. (1 Pet 2:2-3).

You will be novices during a season of con-
struction. Let not the significance of this be lost 
to you. Each day you will see, all around you, 
things about which future generations of this 
monastery will only hear or read. There will be 
works of demolition and of construction. There 
will be noise, rubble, dust, and inconveniences of 
all sorts. Of certain buildings, not a stone upon a 
stone will remain; and on the place thus cleared 
away, a new edifice will be built up. For me, for 

all of us here, but especially for you, the demoli-
tion and construction of the months ahead will 
be a compelling image of all that Our Lord wills 
to do in you and for you. The Apostle says: We 
are his workmanship, created in Christ Jesus in good 
works (Eph. 2:10).

The monastic habit protects no man from the 
experience of weakness, desolation, fear, and hu-
miliation. But, so often as you are brought low by 
these things, go humbly to the throne of grace, to 
the Mother of God, to obtain mercy and find grace 
to help in time of need (Heb. 4:16). He who can find 
his way to the Mother of God, even while mourn-
ing and weeping in this vale of tears, will never be 
without hope.

In the days ahead, you will surely feel the blow 
of the hammer and the cutting edge of the chis-
el as you are fitted into this house of the Lord’s 
building. It cannot be otherwise. No one among 
us has not been, in some way, chipped, cracked, 
and broken in the making of this monastery. 
It must be so. St Peter says: Be you also as living 
stones built up, a spiritual house, a holy priesthood, to 
offer up spiritual sacrifices, acceptable to God by Jesus 
Christ (I Pet. 2:5). We may look forward already 
to singing the Vespers hymn of the Dedication in 
our new monastic church:

Many a blow and biting sculpture
Fashioned well those stones elect,
In their places now compacted
By the heavenly Architect,
Who therewith hath willed for ever
That his palace should be decked.
Enter, then, today, upon the daunting and ex-

hilarating work of the construction of a temple 
built of living stones. Lend yourselves readily 
and joyfully to all that will be asked of you, and 
as you work, and are worked upon, learn to re-
peat, again and again, the words of the psalmist: 
Unless the Lord build the house, they labour in vain 
that build it (Ps. 126), and the words of the Apos-
tle: More than ever, then, I delight to boast of the 
weaknesses that humiliate me, so that the strength of 
Christ may enshrine itself in me (II Cor. 12:9). J
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