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Situated amidst pasture land and 
forest in the eastern reaches of County 
Meath in Ireland, Silverstream Priory 
is an autonomous Benedictine mon-
astery of diocesan right, committed to 
ceaseless prayer before the Most Holy 
Sacrament of the Altar in a spirit of 
reparation and intercession for priests.
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in heaven and on earth, visible and invisible, 
whether thrones, or dominations, or princi-
palities, or powers. All things were created by 
Him and in Him. And he is before all: and by 
him all things consist. And He is the Head of 
the Body, the Church: Who is the Beginning, 
the Firstborn from the dead, that in all things 
He may hold the primacy: because in Him, it 
hath well pleased the Father that all fulness 
should dwell: And through Him to recon-
cile all things unto Himself, making peace 
through the Blood of His Cross, both as to the 
things that are on earth and the things that are 
in heaven.  (Col. 1,12-20)
The ear of my heart hears this sung to the tone 

of the Roman Preface. It seems to call for the 
great conclusion evoking all the angelic choirs, 
and for the cosmic symphony of the Sanctus. 

It is an immense grace to become aware of 
just how often the Roman liturgy places us 
before God the Father, allowing us to stand in 

Dear Friends of Silverstream Priory,

T
he epistle for the feast of 
christ the King1 resounds like 
a classic Roman Eucharistic 
Preface; it is lyrical, jubilant, 
soaring, and shot through with 

a profound thanksgiving for all that the Father 
has done, in Christ, for His adopted children.

Let us give thanks to God the Father, who 
hath made us worthy to be partakers of the lot 
of the Saints in light: Who hath delivered us 
from the power of darkness and hath translat-
ed us into the kingdom of the Son of His love, 
in Whom we have redemption through his 
Blood, the remission of sins: who is the image 
of the invisible God, the firstborn of every 
creature: for in Him were all things created 

1. Sunday, October 29th in the traditional calendar; Sunday, November 
26th in the reformed calendar.

When they live by 
the labour of their 

hands, as our fathers 
and the apostles did, 
then they are really 
monks.—RULE OF ST 
BENEDICT (CH. 48).  

This photo of our Br 
Hildebrand at work was 
not staged to match the 

illustration by Ade Bethune 
(1914-2005); the similarity 

occured to us later! 
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Here at Silverstream Priory, we hold in spe-
cial veneration a statue carved in wood that de-
picts Jesus, the Child King. He has the bare feet 
of a little waif, but a crown of gold rests upon 
His head. With his right hand, He points to His 
Heart whilst, with His left, He offers the olive 
branch that signifies healing and peace. 

The confidence that this image inspires 
softens our hearts and melts our resistances to 
divine grace. Thus are we lifted up and carried 
along into the powerful stream of the Church’s 
liturgical prayer and, through the liturgy, into 
the priestly mediation of Christ, who is always 
living to make intercession for us (Heb. 7:25). 

It is the good pleasure of the Father to 
give us to the Son, to establish us under His 
sovereign lordship, and to make us subjects 
of His kingdom. In giving us to His only-be-
gotten and beloved Son, our King, the Father 
restores order and right worship to a world 
skewed and disoriented by sin.

The Son — Jesus, the King of Love — re-
ceiving us from the Father, makes us His own 
by the outpouring of His Blood. He unites us 
to Himself as His own Bride upon the mar-
riage bed of the Cross, and so leads us back to 
the Father, as members joined to their Head, 
and as the Bride who forms one flesh with 
Him. The royal prerogatives of the Son be-
come the royal prerogatives of His Bride, the 
Church, and of every soul united to the King 
of Love in the mystic nuptial graces of Bap-
tism and Holy Communion. 

United in this way to Christ the King, the 
Church — the Queen who stands at His right 
side arrayed in garments finely wrought of gold (Ps. 
44:10) — addresses the Father with a majestic 
reverence, with a holy boldness, with words 
and gestures inspired by the Holy Ghost. 

The sacred liturgy is the magnum pietatis 
opus of the Kingdom of Christ, that is, the 
great work of His own tender devotedness to 
the Father. One who takes upon himself the 
sweet and easy yoke of submission to the King 
of Love participates in His filial and priestly 
glorification of the Father. Father, I will that 
where I am, they also whom thou hast given me may 
be with me; that they may see my glory which thou 
hast given me, because thou hast loved me before 
the creation of the world (John 17:24).

Silverstream Priory, or any other monas-
tery where the King of Love holds sway over 

the sight of His Divine Majesty, and giving us 
words, inspired by the Holy Ghost, to praise 
Him, bless Him, and give Him thanks for His 
great glory. A soul schooled in the liturgy of 
the Church will live at every moment ad Pa-
trem, that is, facing the Father. A soul schooled 
in the liturgy of the Church will enter into 
the élan of the Heart of Jesus revealed on 
every page of the mystical Fourth Gospel: Just  
Father, the world hath not known thee; but I have 
known thee: and these have known that thou hast 
sent me (John 17:24-25).

And because you are sons, God hath sent the Spir-
it of his Son into your hearts, crying: Abba, Father 
(Gal. 4:6).  An authentic Catholic piety, the 
piety of the Bride of Christ, His Church, hides 
us ever more deeply in the bosom of the Father, 
in sinu Patris, through the Son, by the secret 
operations of the Holy Ghost. All the richness 
of Catholic devotional life passes, ultimately, 
through the filtre of the sacred liturgy where it 
joins the lot of all the saints in light (Col. 1:1): Ad 
Patrem, per Filium, in Spiritu.2

2. “To the Father, through the Son, in the Spirit.”
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all things, is an inbreaking of the Kingdom of 
Heaven on earth. We experience this inbreak-
ing principally, objectively, and unfailingly, 
in the Opus Dei, the Work of God (the Divine 
Office chanted in choir seven times a day and 
once in the night), that is not so much our work 
done for God as His work in us and for us. The 
objectiveness of the Opus Dei trumps all our 
changing sentiments and human inconstancy, 
precisely because it is a divine work. Our par-
ticipation in it, though real, does not make it 
what it is in the eyes of the Father and in the 
ears of His clemency. Christ, Priest and King, 
makes the liturgy what it is. 

Our part is to come to choir, to take our 
places, to open our books and our mouths, to 
stand, to bow, to kneel, and to do all of these 
things simply and quite imperfectly, in deso-
lation or in consolation, with energy or in a 
state of weariness, with pious sentiments or 
without them, believing that the Opus Dei re-
alizes what it announces, makes present what 
it describes, glorifies the Father in the sanctu-
ary of heaven, and bears fruit in the vineyard 
of the Church on earth, and all of this because 
it is a royal action of Christ, Priest and King.

On the feast of Christ the King we renew 
our Act of Consecration to Jesus, King of Love. 
This is no mere pious formality. It is a response 
to the love with which He has first loved us. It 
is a radical renunciation of all those things to 
which we cling for an illusory security, so as to 
live in total reliance on His merciful goodness. 

It is a participation in His own filial devoted-
ness to the Father: the friends of the King of 
Love share in all the dispositions and senti-
ments of His Heart. The Act of Consecration 
to Jesus, King of Love is not the liturgy, but it 
echoes the liturgy. It will prolong its grace, and 
make the work of the liturgy more fruitful in 
this house and in our souls. 

There is something that I would invite all 
the friends of Silverstream Priory to do. Re-
ceive from the outstretched hand of the King 
of Love the olive branch that signifies both 
healing and peace. There is no torment of soul 
that He cannot calm. There is no suffering 
that He will not suffuse with redeeming love. 
There is no wound to which He will not apply 
the healing balm of the Holy Ghost. Say to 
Jesus, King of Love: 

O Thou Child King, willingly and con-
fidently will I receive from Thee all 
that Thou desirest to give me. Do Thou 
in me, O King of Love, all that Thou 
wouldst see accomplished in me, so as 
to draw out of my nothingness, out of 
my poverty, out of my struggles, and 
even  out of the wreckage of my sins, 
peace and beauty for Thy Kingdom, 
praise for Thy mercies, and glory for 
Thy Father. Amen.

Father Prior
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23 July — Feast of St John Cassian and 
onomastico of Br Cassian.

24-26 July — Br Matthew OP, a student 
at St Saviour’s in Dublin, makes a retreat at 
Silverstream.

25 July — Fr Prior, accompanied by D. 
Finnian and Br John Baptist, gives a re-
treat day for the Little Sisters of the Poor in 
Clonskeagh, Co. Dublin.

27 July-2 August — Fr Dan Hanley 
of Arlington, Virginia, a faculty member 
of the North American College in Rome, 
makes a retreat at Silverstream.

3-6 August — Fr Hugh Barber O.Praem. 
of St Michael’s Abbey in Orange County, 
California, visits during a brief pilgrimage 
to Ireland.

3-9 August — Fr Christopher Basden of 
the Diocese of Southwark, England, makes 
a retreat at Silverstream.

4 August — Feast of St Dominic. Our 
guest professor of theology, Fr Thomas 
Crean OP celebrates Conventual Mass in 
the Dominican Rite. In the afternoon, the 
brothers enjoy a rare outing to the seaside.

Priory chronicle
11-14 July — Two Irish seminarians 

spend a few days of retreat at Silverstream.
15-23 July — Dr Peter Kwasniewski of 

Wyoming Catholic College spends a week 
of retreat at Silverstream, and gives several 
conferences for the community and guests. 
He returns to the United States with his son 
Julian, who had spent a month experienc-
ing monastic life with us.

17-21 July — Br Ignatius and Br Hilde-
brand travel to Quarr Abbey on the Isle of 
Wight to take part in a week-long Gregori-
an Chant Forum with monks, nuns, and 
laity from Britain, Ireland and beyond.

19 July — Bishop Michael Smith of the 
Diocese of Meath makes a brief visit to Sil-
verstream and meets the new brothers and 
enquirers.

20 July — Feast of the Holy Prophet Eli-
jah and onomastico of D. Elijah.

21 July–2 August — Oblate Sisters Im-
maculata (Robin Pudewa) and Scholastica 
(Laura Reilly) of Tulsa, Oklahoma, make a 
retreat at Silverstream.
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6 August — Feast of the Transfiguration 
of the Lord, and second anniversary of the 
Solemn Profession of D. Benedict.

7 August — Joseph Wood from Arling-
ton, Virginia, visits to worship with us and 
to speak to Fr Master of Oblates (D. Bene-
dict) about becoming an Oblate of Silver-
stream. He is received as a Novice at the 
Washington Oratory, Washington D.C., on 
23 September (Ember Saturday). His pa-
tron is St Martin of Tours (11 Nov.).

8-12 August — A priest from the Dio-
cese of Dromore visits us for a retreat.

9 August — Under the supervision of Br 
John Baptist, a large new polytunnel is in-
stalled in the garden area, which will ena-
ble the community to produce many more 
of its own vegetables in the year ahead.

10 August — Four Missionaries of Char-
ity from Dublin spend a day of retreat at 
Silverstream, bringing with them some 
relics of St Teresa of Calcutta which the 
community venerates after Holy Mass. D. 
Benedict gives them a short talk on their 
Foundress's charism, from a Benedictine 
perspective.

10-14 August — Father Prior, accompa-
nied by D. Finnian, visits Annecy, France, 
to celebrate the Funeral Mass of Moth-

er Jeanne-Françoise de l’Assomption (†9 
August), a Benedictine of Jesus Crucified, 
who was a spiritual mother to him for over 
forty years.

14-18 August — Fr Michael King of the 
Diocese of Galway makes a retreat.

10-19 August — Fr Kilian Byrne, who is 
establishing in Ireland a Foyer of Charity 
according to the vision of Ven. Marthe Rob-
in (†1981), makes a retreat.

15 August — The Solemnity of the As-
sumption of Our Lady. After Vespers, Fa-
ther Prior, on behalf of the whole commu-
nity of Silverstream, renews the election of 
the Blessed Virgin Mary as Sovereign Lady 
and Mother of the monastery.

16-26 August — Fr Joachim Schwarz-
müller of the Diocese of Aachen makes a 
retreat.

17 August — Fr John McKeever (Ob-
late Br John Fisher) and Fr Paul Murphy 
(Oblate Br Columba) of the Archdiocese 
of Armagh, having completed their year of 
oblate noviceship, make their oblation at 
Silverstream after an evening celebration 
of Holy Mass.



23 August — Work begins on the con-
struction of an enclosed portery in the 
Gatehouse bookstore. The new arrange-
ment will make it easier for the brothers to 
have an enclosed monastic space for work 
and reading while being available, at the 
same time, to welcome and assist visitors 
and guests.

28 August–1 September — Clément M. 
from France makes a brief vocational visit.

28 August–16 September — Fr Ryan S. 
from Massachusetts spends several weeks 
experiencing monastic life at Silverstream.

2 September — Ricardo, from Spain, ar-
rives at Silverstream to experience our life 
for several months.

4–8 September — John Rowlands- 
Pritchard visits Silverstream for a week of 
intensive instruction in Gregorian chant 
for all the brothers. He remarks on the great 
progress that the choir has made since his 
last visit in the spring.

7–16 September — Oblate Br Job (J. B. 
Kelly) from Missouri visits Silverstream 
along with his father. On 14 September, 
Feast of the Exaltation of the Holy Cross, 
having completed his year of noviceship, 
he makes his oblation during the Conven-
tual Mass.

12–25 September — Christopher S. from 
Canada spends two weeks experiencing 
monastic life at Silverstream.

23 September–5 October — Reverend 
Mother Immaculata, Prioress of the Bene-
dictines of Perpetual Adoration in Tegelen, 
Netherlands, makes a retreat.

24 September — Anniversary of the re-
pose of Abbot Celestino Maria Colombo 
OSB (†1935), spiritual father of the Bene-
dictine Monks of Perpetual Adoration.

25 September — Fr Thomas Crean OP 
departs from Silverstream after spending 
the summer with us. The brothers are very 
grateful for his classes to us on the virtue 
of religion as presented in the Summa of St 
Thomas Aquinas.

27–28 September — D. Benedict deliv-
ers a conference on the Psalter to the Irish 
branch of the Confraternity of Catholic 
Clergy, held at Dromantine Retreat Centre 
in Newry, Co. Down.

28 September–9 October — Tom and 
Ellen Gryniewicz, the parents of Br Chrys-
ostom, spend some time visiting Silver-
stream. On 5 October, Ellen is received as 
an oblate novice, named Sister Macrina in 
honour of St Macrina the Younger, sister of 
Ss. Basil the Great and Gregory of Nyssa.

1 October — The 17th Sunday after Pen-
tecost and commemoration of St Thérèse 
of the Child Jesus and of the Holy Face. Fa-
ther Prior’s homily shows how the texts of 
the Sunday Mass beautifully express the 
spirituality of the little Carmelite Doctor, 
to whose patronage the Brothers of Saint of 
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John of God entrusted the property of Sil-
verstream in the 1940's. After Holy Mass, a 
relic of St Thérèse is offered for veneration 
by the monks and the faithful.

3 October — Feast of Bl. Columba Mar-
mion OSB, a secondary patron of Silver-
stream.

4 October — D. Benedict begins a week-
ly series of classes on the Psalms for the 
community.

12-15 October — D. Finnian and Br Ig-
natius travel to Buckfast Abbey in England 
to begin another year of their Latin course 
with the School of the Annunciation. While 
in Buckfast, they meet His Eminence Ray-
mond Cardinal Burke and other friends of 
Silverstream who are attending a confer-
ence in honour of the centenary of the ap-
paritions at Fatima.

13 October — The community at Silver-
stream observes the centenary of the Mira-
cle of the Sun at Fatima with a Votive Mass 
of the Immaculate Heart of Mary, followed 
by Solemn Exposition of the Blessed Sacra-
ment until after Compline.

17 October — Feast of St Ignatius of An-
tioch, onomastico of Br Ignatius. Br Seoirse 

Murray visits Silverstream with his par-
ents. A native of Belfast, Br Seoirse is a ras-
sophore (novice) monk of Holy Resurrec-
tion Romanian Greek Catholic Monastery 
in Saint Nazianz, Wisconsin.

18-22 October — Fr Nigel of the Diocese 
of Ardagh and Clonmacnois makes a visit 
to Silverstream.

19 October — On the 6th anniversa-
ry of his first meeting with Father Prior, 
Bishop Michael Smith visits Silverstream. 
His Lordship is pleased to see the many 
improvements which have been made to 
the property over the past months. After 
assisting at the Divine Office, he joins the 
community for recreation.

Throughout the course of the summer, the 
Brothers, Postulants, and Enquirers worked 
hard to clean up and beautify many areas of 
the monastery grounds. The projects for the 
many long work days included the construc-
tion of raised garden beds, the demolition of 
an old concrete wall, the preparation of a rosa-
ry walk through the forested area, and the up-
rooting of several large bushes from an area 
which will become a rose garden honouring St 
Thérèse of the Child Jesus. Many other projects 
are planned for the year ahead. 
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S
ITUATED amidst pasture land and forest in the eastern reach-
es of County Meath, Silverstream Priory was founded in 
2012 at the invitation of the Most Reverend Michael Smith, 
Bishop of Meath, and canonically erected as an autonomous 
monastery of diocesan right on 25 February 2017. 

The property belonged, from the early 15th century, to the 
Preston family, premier Viscounts of Ireland and Lords of 

Gormanston. In 1843 Thomas Preston (1817-1903), son of Jenico Preston, the 
12th Viscount (1775-1860), built what today is Silverstream Priory.

Silverstream Priory is a providential realisation of the cherished project of 
Abbot Celestino Maria Colombo, O.S.B. (1874–1935), who, following the impetus 
given by Catherine–Mectilde de Bar in the 17th century, sought to establish a 
house of Benedictine monks committed to ceaseless prayer before the Most 
Holy Sacrament of the Altar in a spirit of reparation. 

The community of Silverstream Priory, holding to the use of Latin and Gre-
gorian Chant, celebrate the Divine Office in its traditional Benedictine form 
and Holy Mass in the USUS ANTIQUIOR of the Roman Rite. Praying and work-
ing in the enclosure of the monastery, the monks of Silverstream keep at heart 
the sanctification of priests labouring in the vineyard of the Lord. 

They undertake various works compatible with their monastic vocation, 
notably the development of the land and gardens, hospitality to the clergy in 
need of a spiritual respite, scholarly work, and publishing.


